FORTY     THOUSAND     AGAINST     THE     ARCTIC
beyond the sixty-second northern parallel has been chartered
to this company for exclusive exploitation.   It is a modern
socialist equivalent of the East India Company.    It owns
a territory fourth of the Soviet Union, one and a half times
the Indian Empire, thirty times England   Forty thousand
men and women are employed by it.   They are the pioneers
and organizers of this modern colonizing enterprise.   It is
a very sparsely populated territory.   Only about a million
people live in it, one man to every six square kilometres.
In England 251 live on a square kilometre, in the United
States 13.   We do not regard this Arctic Empire as a land
of immigration.    We have plenty of free land in more
moderate zones.   But another million people will probably
go to our Far North in the next few decades to organize
industry, agriculture and transport,
'We are greatly concerned with cultural work for the
Arctic natives, Before the revolution they were on the verge
of dying out. Now their birth-rate increases again. We
shall save them. Their cultural level will rise as we give
them modern methods and instruments of production.
They will be the future masters of this great dominion.
CA11 the men and women who have gone to the North are
unanimous in praising its beauty—its colours and shapes
the particular charm of the landscape—summer as well as
winter. There are no diseases; the air contains no germs,
it is the ideal country for tuberculosis nursing-homes and
holiday hotels. We fully believe the word stamped by the
American Polar explorer Stefansson: 'The friendly Arctic/
But we do not only believe in it, we are really making friends
with the Polar world, we are bringing it to life and life to it.'
My daily work often brings me into a conflict between
two emotions: first, an exalted enthusiasm at the discovery
of really valuable and important news, something worth
noting and reporting; and then, secondly, the cold shower
when I remember that I have to reduce what I hear to the
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